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SCDOT to Publish New Guidelines for Haulers

SC Modular Shipments
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Officials from the South Carolina Department of 
Transportation (SCDOT) announced revisions to the 
guidelines that govern the transportation of modular homes.

By law, the SCDOT issues permits for moving large loads 
around the Palmetto State.

The guidelines have remained the same for the last three years.

These revisions are intended to make the rules clearer for both 
modular homes and HUD code manufactured homes.

In the current edition of the guidelines, sections which apply 
to transporting homes are scattered throughout the text. Most 
of these will be consolidated into an easy-to-find section in the 
revised edition.

Perhaps most importantly, the new version will codify the 
recent policy change extending the overall length allowed for 
annual permits from 100 feet to 110 feet.

This change, which went into practical use a year ago, will be 
reflected in the upcoming edition of the guidelines.

At this time, the DOT website where haulers apply for annual 
permits still indicates that the maximum allowable length is 
100 feet. However, an applicant may use the comments 
section to indicate they would like an annual permit for up to 
110 feet and it will be granted.

Eventually, the DOT software and website will be updated and 
this will no longer be necessary.

Other measurements for modules transported under annual 
permit remain the same:

height – 13 feet 6 inches

width – 14 feet

Larger loads can still be applied for by the issuance of a Single 
Trip Permit on a case-by-case basis by contacting the OSOW 
Permit Office of the SCDOT at scdot.org

The transportation of oversized products like modular homes 
on public roads is carefully regulated to protect public safety 
and property.

The “Guidelines for Movement Over SC Highways of 
Oversize and Overweight Vehicles and Loads,” published by 
the DOT’s Oversize/Overweight Permit Office, lays out the 
rules governing the transportation of large items ranging from 
long logs to big tractors. Modular home transport also falls 
under their jurisdiction.

Divisible Loads
SC allows the movement of divisible loads under a 
multiple-trip permit if the combined pieces do not exceed 
overall width, height or weight maximums. 

In practical terms, that means that smaller items such as 
dormers can be combined with modular modules as long as 
the additional items don’t put the overall load above any of 
those maximums. 
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SCBCC Looking to Improve IRC Review Process

The South Carolina Building Code Council (SCBCC) has 
plans to to improve the way building codes are written for the 
state. The changes may give the industry better tools to 
identify problems and seek changes in each new edition of the 
code.     

The SCBCC is responsible for overseeing the adoption of the 
state’s residential building code. This is the code that both 
modular and site-built homes are built to in SC.

The state board is planning to:

Issue a searchable version of each new edition of the 
International Residential Code (IRC). The association and 
members will be able to search for key words in the code 
as a way to identify expensive changes in the document.  

Adopt a new online software that will allow organizations 
like MHISC to recommend code changes electronically.

Molly Price, administrator for the SCBCC, said the state will 
follow the same code adoption process but with better tools. 
“We just want to make it easier to receive changes and keep 
track of who recommended what,” says Price.

This change will allow MHISC to submit expert opinions from 
the industry on parts of the code that may be problematic. For 
example, MHISC could send member engineers a link to 
individual sections of the code that may be harmful, and they 

could use the link to send comments directly to the board 
about how the code would negatively impact the industry. The 
process would be as simple as writing an email.

The board expects to have the new system completed soon. “I 
don’t see any reason why this wouldn’t be up and running by 
the start of the next modification cycle at the end of 2020,” 
Price said.

MHISC stays closely involved in the code-writing process, 
working to ensure that changes in each new version is neces-
sary and cost-effective. By SC law, MHISC holds a seat on the 
Building Code Council representing the modular industry. 

Under this new system, MHISC can better prepare arguments 
against unwise and overly expensive changes.

The old system used a non-searchable format to review a 
document that is filled with technical specifications and is 
over 500 pages long. It was a challenge for MHISC staff and 
member company engineers to identify all the changes that 
could create issues during the manufacturing process. 

After each edition of the IRC is approved, implementing the 
new code involves hassle for both home manufacturers, site 
builders and code officials. Leaders in all three groups are 
looking at the idea of lengthening each code cycle from three 
years to five or six. 
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Industry’s Good Display Model Practices Recognized

Model homes are 
featured in displays 
ranging from a simple 
lot set to the type of 
elaborate residential 
look that attracts 
potential buyers at 
Blue Ridge Log 
Cabins in Campo- 
bello, South Carolina.

In all cases, correct 
pier support is the key 
to preserving the 
structural integrity of 
a modular home on 
display.  

The SC Building Code Council (SCBCC) is the 
state board that oversees the modular industry in 
South Carolina. It is part of the SC Department of 
Labor, Licensing & Regulation (LLR). Under SC 
law, SCMHI/MHISC holds a seat as the represen-
tative of the modular industry on the BCC.
At the request of the agency, SCMHI did a 
review of industry practices regarding the set-up 
of display models. The SC Modular Housing 
Institute (SCMHI) is the modular division of 
MHISC. It is a non-profit, member-run business 
association.

The Modular Industry’s Alphabet Soup

South Carolina’s modular industry got a good review from the 
SC Building Code Council (SCBCC) at the agency’s quarterly 
meeting. 
The SCBBC took a look at the way modular display models 
are set in South Carolina. SCMHI presented an overview of 
industry practices followed by display centers around the state. 
The board recommended no changes in home model installa-
tion guidelines. 

Easier Paperwork
The main change coming out of the meeting was a decision by 
agency staff to create a new form to make it easier for manu-
facturers to get approval for a display model.
Currently, manufacturers can get a label certifying a modular 
home only by submitting paperwork showing which specific 
residential builder or general contractor will be responsible for 
setting the house.
The new form will allow a manufacturer to get approval for a 
home to be displayed on-site at the factory.

Good Practices
Some sales centers may display modular homes for only a few 
weeks. Others essentially install the home like a permanent 
residence with extensive landscaping. However elaborate the 
display is, manufacturer instructions and warranty require-
ments are in place to promote good display installation 
practices.

Manufacturers provide modular sellers with instructions for 
temporary support for homes at display centers. They typically 
require dry stacked concrete eight foot on center around the 
perimeter and beneath the marriage line. The instructions can 
include site grading for positive drainage and vapor barriers. 
Improper setup could void the manufacturer’s warranty.
Many manufacturers recommend similar pier requirements for 
both on-frame and off-frame modular homes. Pier require-
ments are typically lesser for off-frame homes left on the 
carrier. With the extra support provided by a carrier, piers may 
be further apart.



South Carolina Modular Housing Institute
1801 Gadsden St. Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 771-7823  |  scmodularhome.com

4  |  MODern TIMES  |  SPRING 2020


