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TO:  Manufacturer Sales Representatives and Retailers 

SUBJECT: Construction of On-Site Attached Garages 

 

The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), in a recent letter to the industry, has 

expressed their concerns regarding the attachment of site-built garages to manufactured homes being 

completed as part of the initial home installation.  In particular, HUD is concerned that such practices in 

some cases may be taking the home out of compliance with the federal construction standards and 

regulations.  HUD regulations prohibit retailers from selling or offering for sale any home that has been 

taken out of compliance.  

The following list provides some examples of how the addition of a site-built garage could take the 

home out of compliance with the HUD Code: 

 One of the two required exit doors discharges into the garage.  

 Garages that are not free standing, and rely on the manufactured home for structural support.   

 Modification (cutting) of trusses (eaves) that could affect the truss design. 

 Removal of roof / rafter rails and or fascia board, where either of these members are designed 

as a structural element for the home’s resistance against wind. 

 Site constructed dormers added to the roof at the garage location - could add load to the main 

roof of the manufactured home that's beyond the design capacity of the home's truss system. 

 The elimination of eave and or soffit vents needed for proper attic ventilation. 

The following suggestions can be referenced as a guideline when considering and planning for the 

attachment of a site-built garage to a manufactured home to ensure the home remains code 

compliant: 

 Do not obstruct any windows or either of the two required exit doors. 

 Do not alter or remove soffit ventilation of the main roof and dormer cavities. 

 The garage structure must be self supported and not rely on the home for structural support. 

 Do not damage the integrity of the home's structural or weather proofing systems. 

 The home’s structural system may not be cut or altered in any way. 

 Utilize only GFCI outlets for the garage, and make sure the home's electrical load capacity (main 

breaker size) is not exceeded. 
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 Garage construction must meet all local codes, including appropriate fire separation 

requirements. 

 When dormers are added, construct and install dormers that distribute weight evenly, are 

properly vented, and do not exceed the roof truss capacity. 

 All connections between the home and garage must be properly sealed and made watertight. 

 

Please note: These suggestions provide general guidance only and are not intended to be all inclusive.  

Contact the home manufacturer with any questions or for more specific information.  More 

information can be found in state installation program guidelines where the state's rules provide 

instructions and requirements for site-built attached garages. 
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